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(Figure 1), reinforcing the opportunity to prevent the spread of AIS among inland waterways in the Adirondack 
region.e 

Preventing the spread of aquatic invasive small-bodied organisms that are already in the Adirondack region, 
such as zebra mussel and Asian clam juveniles and spiny waterflea, is of special concern. Asian clam and 
spiny waterflea have demonstrated their ability to survive and reproduce in Adirondack waterways. Due to their 
limited calcium and pH tolerance ranges, zebra mussels are not predicted to survive and reproduce in most 
Adirondack waterways; however, waterways can receive excessive inputs of calcium from human activities 
creating situations where populations can persist. For example, calcium chloride is often used for roadway 
deicing in the winter. When calcium chloride is applied for these purposes in close proximity to waterways, or 
streams that drain into them, the compound can be transported into the waterway during periods of high runoff 
(e.g. spring snowmelt) or through the soil. This results in localized areas of lake shoreline with high calcium 
concentration, which can increase the potential for zebra mussels to colonize, as shown in Lake George by the 
NYSDEC.25 Furthermore, the possibility exists for zebra mussel populations to evolve genetic adaptations to 
local ecological conditions.26 Thus, zebra mussels do pose a risk to waterways within the Adirondack region 
and actions should be taken to limit their spread. 

Figure 1.  Cumulative number of invaded waterways and waterways monitored by APIPP volunteers 
where no invasive species were detected. The increase between 2001 and 2002 is accounted for by the inception 
of a standardized regional volunteer monitoring program (2001 was pre-volunteer surveys and 2002 was the first year of 
systematic volunteer surveys). The increase between 2008 and 2009 is accounted for by the inclusion of variable-leaf 
watermilfoil as an invasive species, rather than as a watched species. The increase between 2011 and 2012 is accounted 
for by the inclusion of thorough, systematic surveys on numerous waterways performed by the Aquatic Rapid Response 
Team. APIPP began including invasive animal data in 2009. 

 

 

 

 

                   
e AIS and survey data are summarized in the Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program 2012 Annual Report. 
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Alternatives to Inspections 

A common concern among lake communities is that AIS can be spread when stewards are 
not on duty. One tool that is available during those times is the Internet Landing Installed 
Device Sensor (I-LIDS). A private company in the mid-west developed I-LIDS, which is a 
motion-activated camera installed at a boat launch. When a boater enters or exits the 
launch, the camera is triggered, playing an audio message reminding boaters to inspect 
and clean their gear and taking images and videos of the boat. This technology was in its 
third year of use on Raquette Lake in 2013, which is complementary to the steward 
program. Boat launch stewards review the videos to check for signs of AIS on boats and 
trailers to record frequency of usage and number of instances where plant material is 
visible. 

Status of Washing and Decontamination 

Boat launch stewards generally focus on inspecting boats, removing or draining any water, and hand-removing 
any aquatic plants and debris, but often they do not have the time or the equipment to wash or decontaminate 
boats entering and exiting launches. Boat washing involves rinsing and flushing boat compartments and 
recreational equipment, which removes AIS, whereas boat decontamination involves high-pressure, hot water 
spraying, which removes and often kills AIS.  

While some boaters may be able to wash their watercraft and gear at their homes, this may not always be the 
case. Boaters may visit various waterways in a short period of time while recreating or vacationing. In the last 
decade, shoreowners and municipalities have expressed increasing interest in offering public boat wash and 
decontamination stations. Currently, there are several active public boat wash and decontamination stations in 
the Adirondack region. 

Upper St. Regis Lake 

Upper St. Regis Landing in the Town of Harrietstown has a high-pressure, cold water boat wash with a 
catchment vault and screen-protected overflow pipe to Upper St. Regis Lake. The Upper St. Regis Foundation 
sponsors 7-day per week steward coverage at this moderate-to-lightly-used boat launch. When speaking with 
boaters, the boat launch steward recommends that they use the wash station upon entering and exiting the 
launch.  

Buck Pond 

Buck Pond State Campground has a low-pressure, cold water hose at the R.V. dump station adjacent to the 
boat launch into the Kushaqua Narrows. The boat launch steward recommends that boaters use the hose 
upon entering and exiting the launch. 

Paradox Lake 

Paradox Lake State Campground has a frequently used low-pressure, cold water boat wash station. 

Lake George 

In 2006 and 2007, as part of the pilot Lake Steward Program on Lake George, the Lake George Watershed 
Coalition purchased two portable boat wash units for use at launch locations. The units consisted of pressure 
washers powered by portable gas-powered generators. Boat launch stewards washed boats on a large mat 
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