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Initial Introductions 
from Cargo Ship 

Ballast Water
Many non-native species 
first introduced to Great 

Lakes

Pathways for AIS Introduction & Expansion

Recreational 
Watercraft

https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/subject/ballast-water

Fishing Gear/Bait Buckets

Canals and 
other Connected 

Waterways

Aquarium Dumping



The Champlain Canal: 
200th Anniversary 

“View of the Junction of the Northern and Western Canals,” 1825. 
https://waterfordmuseum.com/always-know-your-pal-erie-canal-bicentennial-

exhibit-2017/view-of-the-junction-of-the-northern-and-western-canals/



Champlain Canal, NY

Chambly Canal, QC

Round Goby on the Move: North & South





Monitoring, Mitigation, and Prevention 

Rapid Response Plan (NY DEC 
& Canal Corporation)

Series of “Trigger Actions” based on 
potential expansion of Goby up the 

canal system

Scheduled Lockages

“Double Flushing”

Further restricting lockages, escalating 
to closing locks 8 & 9 to 

commercial/recreational traffic

USACE Phase I Study for AIS 
Barrier

Three “alternatives” considered in Phase I 
Study

USACE recommends physical 
barrier/hydrological separation

Boat lift to carry watercraft over barrier

Permanent solution to canal AIS pathway 
into Lake Champlain



USACE Proposal for AIS All Taxa Barrier on the 
Champlain Canal

INTERIM RAPID RESPONSE PLAN FOR THE CHAMPLAIN 
CANAL SYSTEM IN NEW YORK STATE, page 18. Figure 11. Champlain Canal Aquatic 

Invasive Species Barrier Study 
Phase I Report.
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