
CVNHP Update 

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Clean Water Act in 2022
The Champlain-Adirondack Biosphere Network

Sunset of the CVNHP: October 12, 2021





IYS Grants

Northern Forest Canoe Trail:
Gateway to the Missisquoi

Swanton Arts Council: “Year of the 
Salmon”– A Community Generated Movie 

LCMM: Exploring the Natural History of Lake 
Champlain’s Salmonid Species 



• 2018 CVNHP International Summit, Burlington 
• April 2019 LCBP awards seven CVNHP Interpretive Theme Grants
• May 17, 2019 Women’s Suffrage Meeting at the LCMM
• 2019 CVNHP International Summit, Venise-en-Quebec
• Champlain Valley Partnership Committee and five geographic 

subcommittees are collaborating to mark 2020 commemoration
• A set of traveling interpretive panels for socially distant events
• Bringing the celebration into 2021
Fort Ticonderoga Association Pavilion Collections Project
League of Women Voters of VT Because of Women Like Her…
Friends of Crown Point Voting for our Voices:  stories of women’s suffrage & civil rights
LCMM Ladies of the Lake – Women Captains on Lake Champlain
Shelburne Historical Society Women of Shelburne:  Community Builders, Past to Present
Chapman Historical Museum Champlain Valley Suffrage Centennial Motorcade
LCMM Planning and Preparation for the 2020 Season of Lois McClure 

2020 Women’s Suffrage



2021: Prohibition, 
Temperance & 
Smuggling 
2022: 50th Anniversary 
of the 1972 Clean 
Water Act

Upcoming Interpretive Themes



We’ve come a long way,

but we’ve got a 
long way to go…



2022 is also the 30th Anniversary of 
the Lake Champlain Basin Program! 



How can the NYCAC Help?
 Network among potential New York partners
 Support additional resources in the FY2021 Budget
 Clean Water Act grantee/partner meeting June 2021
 CVNHP International Summit Sept. 2021 (Saranac Lake, NY)
 Winter-Spring 2022: Projects begin
 October 18, 2022—50 years! 



Champlain-
Adirondack 
Biosphere Network



WHAT IS THE UNESCO 
MAN AND BIOSPHERE (MAB) PROGRAM?

 Launched in 1971 by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization

 Intergovernmental scientific program that aims to 
establish a scientific basis for the improvement of 
relationships between people and their 
environments.

 The World Network of Biosphere Reserves 
currently has 701 sites in 124 countries all over 
the world, including 21 transboundary sites.



WHY ARE BIOSPHERE RESERVES 
IMPORTANT?

▰ Biosphere reserves are 
learning places for 
sustainable development

▰ Sites for testing 
interdisciplinary 
approaches to 
understanding and 
managing changes and 
interactions between social 
and ecological systems



UNESCO BIOSPHERE RESERVE 
STRATEGIC GOALS

1.  Conserve biodiversity, restore and enhance 
ecosystem services and foster sustainable use of 
natural resources.

2.  Contribute to building sustainable healthy and 
equitable societies, economies and thriving human 
settlements.

3.  Facilitate sustainability science and education for 
sustainable development.

4.  Support mitigation and adaptation to climate 
change and other aspects of global environmental 
change.



CHAMPLAIN-ADIRONDACK BIOSPHERE 
RESERVE BOUNDARIES



A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CHAMPLAIN-
ADIRONDACK BIOSPHERE NETWORK 
(CABN) 

• Champlain-Adirondack Biosphere Reserve was nominated by the U.S. Department of State for    
biosphere reserve status

• Awarded biosphere reserve designation in 1989; faced significant resistance from residents 
due to perceived land use regulations

• Boundaries were established according to a ‘bioregion’ that consists of the entire Lake 
Champlain watershed including the Green Mountain National Forest, and entirety of the 
Adirondack Park 

• Over 300,000 full-time residents

• Original managing authorities of CABR:  Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, Adirondack 
Park  Agency, and U.S. Forest Service

• In 1995 CABR was listed by the MAB Program as "inactive”



CHAMPLAIN-ADIRONDACK 
BIOSPHERE NETWORK (CABN) 

▰ Surface area (terrestrial and 
marine): 3,990,000 ha 
(9,859,504 acres)

▰ Core area(s): 960,000 ha 
(2,372,211 acres)

▰ Buffer zone(s): 1,130,000 ha 
(2,792,290 acres)

▰ Transition area(s): 1,900,000 
ha (4,695,002 acres)

▰ Permanent Residents:  
300,000+



CHAMPLAIN-ADIRONDACK 
BIOSPHERE NETWORK (CABN) 
MILESTONES 

•2016 UNESCO Periodic Review

•2017 Steering Committee Formed from NY and VT – PSC, UVM, SUNY ESF

•2018 Focus Groups Conducted, International Collaborations and Presentations, 
CABR Charter Developed 

•2019 Frontenac Arch BR Twinning Agreement, Regional and International 
Partnerships Expand – Lake Champlain Basin Program, ADK Youth Climate 
Summit, Named Changed to CABN

•2020 CABN Youth Board, US MAB Network Workshop, NPS Film Crew,    
Communication and Outreach



CHAMPLAIN-ADIRONDACK BIOSPHERE 
NETWORK (CABN) 3-5 YEAR OBJECTIVES

1. Marquee issue:  ‘Bioregional’ approach for CABN in the face of global 
climate change

2. Inspire and empower youth leaders across the region to support the 
SDGs

3. Establish CABN as a Collaborative Network; “A network of networks” 
regionally and internationally via the Lake Champlain Basin Program

4. Create a bioregional version of Adirondack Common Ground Alliance
5. Establish CABN as an international tourism destination that promotes 

destination stewardship and responsible community-based tourism
6. Act as a smart conduit for grant money
7. Research aggregator and originator



Since 2008: 193 Grants 
$1.3 Million Awarded
$2.3 Million in Match 

Civil War Sesquicentennial 



Sunset date: October 12, 2021
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