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“Inform and incentivize communities within the Lake 
Champlain Basin to engage in activities that enhance 

and protect water quality, aquatic/riparian habitat, and 
increase flood resiliency.”

What is Stream Wise? • Voluntary Award Program
• Targets residential properties
• Leverages social marketing using social 

media
• Awareness Campaign & Assistance 

Resource

Stream Wise
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Streambank erosion accounts for 
approximately 18% of the annual 
phosphorus load to Lake Champlain. 

Rationale

Sediment at the mouth of the Winooski River. Credit: University of Vermont and Planet 
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LCBP

A major storm like the July 2023 
flood can send as much phosphorus 
downstream as an entire typical year. 



Stream Wise Process



Our Stream Wise Community is Growing!
2022 – pilot year 
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2 Organizations 
Participating

15 Stream Wise 
Assessments 
conducted

10 Stream Wise 
Awards! 



Our Stream Wise Community is Growing! 
2023
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10 Organizations 
Participating

76 Stream Wise 
Assessments 
conducted

42 Stream Wise 
Awards! 



Our Stream Wise Community is Growing! 
2024

5.

13 Organizations 
Participating

Plan to conduct 
101 Stream Wise 
Assessments! 



• 50’ (or 30’) wide stream buffer 
composed of native vegetation, 
supporting animal and fish habitats

• Multi-tiered tree canopy (or natural 
community such as a wetland) that 
slows down water during a storm with 
a strong root system that holds the 
streambank in place 

• No (or minimal) impervious surfaces 
near the stream. Surfaces such as 
roofs, decks, driveways, and grass do 
not infiltrate water during a storm. 

What are we trying to create?
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Site Assessments - Three Primary Criteria
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Buffer Width 9.



Buffer Zones
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Buffer Vegetation 11.



Landowner Follow-Up 12.



Online Resources 
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Be Stream Wise - 8 Steps for Streams 
14.



Be Stream Wise - 8 Steps for Streams 
15.



Be Stream Wise - 8 Steps for Streams 
16.



Be Stream Wise - 8 Steps for Streams 
17.



Be Stream Wise - 8 Steps for Streams 
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Be Stream Wise - 8 Steps for Streams 
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What participants have said: 
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"The staff were very nice and 
professional. I always value field 

verification and felt the staff did a 
good job of that“ 

– Richard, Vermontville, NY

"It was a pleasant experience, and it was good to know 
that we were living within the margins of keeping the 

property natural.  And that that's important to us” 
– Dawn, Saint-Ignace, QC 

"It's been lovely to work with real experts. 
Before, we were just kind of looking on the 

internet and doing all we thought was best. But 
to have people who are as expert and as nice, 

it's really a pleasure to work with them.“
 – Sarah, Au Sable Forks, NY 

"The assessment went 
very well; 

We enjoyed a
 good walk in the woods!“

 – John, Marshfield, VT

“For us, It took a couple of hours of my time. That's 
really that's all it took. And I learned something” 

– Rich, Saranac, NY
"Mel was super pleasant and lovely 

to walk the land with. It was an 
enjoyable experience and it's nice to 

know things that are working well 
and one area of concern". 

– Annette, Richford, VT



YOUR 
Stream Wise Assessors:

- Ausable River Association (7-8)
Carrianne Pershyn

Liz Metzger
Krista Kennedy

AsRA River Steward

- Paul Smith’s College AWI (5-7)
Bill Brosseau
Tom Collins
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THANK YOU! 

QUESTIONS?

Streamwisechamplain.org
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