	
	
	



New York Citizens Advisory Committee (NYCAC)
 on Lake Champlain Management
Monday, March 31, 2025
1:00 – 3:00 pm  
Zoom 


[bookmark: _Hlk58496109]Draft Meeting Summary

Members Present: Walt Lender (Chair), James C. Dawson, Laura Klaiber, Tom Metz, Colin Powers, Vic Putman, Ricky Laurin, Steve Kramer

Members Absent: Jackie Bowen, Fred Woodward

Public Guests:  Jenny Patterson, Guy Middleton, Michelle Fafette

Presenters: Julie Berlinski

LCBP/NYSDEC Staff: Erin Vennie-Vollrath

Meeting summary prepared by Erin Vennie-Vollrath

1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Public Comments
· No public comments were made
3. ACTION ITEM: Review and vote on draft November 4th, December 2nd, January 27 and February 18th meeting summaries. There was a quorum. Jim Dawson moved approval for all minutes. Tom Metz seconded. Meeting minutes were approved.
1:15 – 2:00 pm 
4. New York State Road Salt Reduction Presentation – Julie Berlinski, Research Scientist, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation   
· Julie provided an overview of rock salt pollution and the results of a recent public perception survey on rock salt use in New York conducted by NYSDEC. Julie also provided a summary on WQIP grants for municipal rock salt reduction. Her presentation is available with the meeting materials.
· Discussion:
· Tom Metz asked, “Is the NY standard to create brine on site preferred to import?” NYSDEC does fund tanks and mixing equipment, but no preference. Tom was wondering about salt from fracking, and could it be used for road brining? Something that NYSDEC hasn’t come across yet in NY, but did see some comments on this in the survey. It is something that is being discussed within NYSDEC
· Tom asked can residents make brine at home. NYSDEC is making a recipe to share on website.
· Collin Powers asked about the liability piece and spurious lawsuits. Whole concern is maintaining safety. The biggest concern that Colin sees on roads is plowing staff not wanting death/injury to public. How do we change road user behavior so that highway workers can use less salt and/or plow less? That is the whole issue for NYSDEC, working toward a culture shift. One aspect is speed reduction signage for winter. Definitely not promoting crews fully sustain from salt use, still need to use for safety. We do not have the answer yet.
· Tom commented that the Town of Plattsburgh has taken sand out of mix to reduce sand clean up in spring and runoff into waterways. Is more salt being used now that sand reduced? After speaking with DPW in Washington Co. the dirt roads are only sand. Not sure on details of what Town of Plattsburgh is doing.
· Walt asked about Julie’s comment on deliberately false info in the survey due to anger at NYSDEC for other issues. Timing was part of the issue, and some people saw that as a way to exercise their voice. 
· Walt commented that it was great to see that it has spread to the State level after starting in the Adirondacks due to a few voices. So important to reduce salt use due to the aquatic and terrestrial impacts (example of roadside trees dying due to salt spread).
· Steve Kramer informed the group that Miner is working with students to monitor tributaries for salt through SUNY professor.
· Jenny Patterson commented that in VT, currently a proposed bill in VT and looking at Task Force work as a great example. It’s a complex legislative discussion/decision due to the liability considerations. Interested in the drinking water contamination. In the survey, didn’t see a difference between concern level of well water drinkers and reservoir drinkers.
· Vic - Pleased to see that more Adirondackers were concerned about salt, but wondering if that is due to geology and impact on wells? Wondering if liability around contaminated drinking wells been discussed? Vic asked about offering cost offset for drilling new wells. DOH is really the overseers of drinking water, so they may offer some funding/programing to offer. Not all towns have the capacity to do a CFA and may be missing the funding opportunities. Would like to see DOT serve as examples on how to better limit road salt use.

2:00 – 2:30 pm 
5. 2025 Planning and Next Steps – Walt Lender; Erin Vennie-Vollrath (NYSDEC/LCBP)
Walt and Erin collected feedback from meeting participants on additional topics they are interested in learning more about.
· Keep searching for presenters. Would like to have more people in the audience for future meetings. So, wondering about spreading the word better.
· Laura will make sure Miner is assisting with outreach around meeting materials.
· Email out social media info to Colin and they can share on outlets.
· Report on the health of the fish in Lake Champlain? Wondering about sturgeon? Link to the State of the Lake Fisheries Meeting Video. There are 3 rivers that have reproducing salmon populations. 
· Summary presentation to NYCAC - Steve Hurst
· BRASS did one on strategic woody additions. Other location seeing increases in fisheries. Colin would have contacts.
· See meeting minutes for additional 
· Gary Henry recently presented on recent work that would a topic 
· LCLG 
· Resilient NY for Ausable/Boquet study soon to be completed. Colin has been in touch with engineers and would be a good presentation.

2:30 – 2:45 pm 
6. Updates 
· World Water Day:
. A lot of folks attended. A good showing of NYCAC members through different tables. Estimated ~100-150.
. Range of orgs and connections to water in the watershed.
. BRASS shared their new tattoos. 
· BRASS
. May 3 volunteer event at Westport/Essex line. Work, food, bonfire. Trying to have holes pre-dug. Link to register - https://forms.gle/xnoDikU1xT61jcQ96 
. Two big engineering projects coming up this year. Engineering phases this year and hopefully implementation next year. 
· Town of Champlain is looking to get work down on the Chazy River due to silt 

2:45 – 3:00 pm
7. Meeting Wrap-up
· Upcoming meeting dates/topics:
· April 28, 1-3pm
· May 19, 1-3pm
	
	
	



	
	
	



