	
	
	



New York Citizens Advisory Committee (NYCAC)
 on Lake Champlain Management
Monday, April 28, 2025
1:00 – 2:30 pm  
Zoom 


[bookmark: _Hlk58496109]Draft Meeting Summary

Members Present: Walt Lender (Chair), James C. Dawson, Laura Klaiber, Tom Metz, Colin Powers, Vic Putman, Steve Kramer

Members Absent: Jackie Bowen, Ricky Laurin, Fred Woodward

Public Guests:  Jenny Patterson, Michelle Fafette, Elizabeth Swan, Ashley Leeman, and Peter Hagar

Presenters: Allison Gaddy and Sam Blake

LCBP/NYSDEC Staff: Erin Vennie-Vollrath. Meeting summary prepared by Erin Vennie-Vollrath

1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Public Comments
· No public comments were made
3. ACTION ITEM: Review and vote on draft March 31st meeting summary. There was a quorum present. Jim Dawson moved approval for March 31st . Colin Powers seconded. Meeting minutes were approved.
1:15 – 2:00 pm 
4. Updated New York Lake Champlain Subwatershed Assessment Plan – Allison Gaddy and Sam Blake, Lake Champlain Lake George Regional Planning Board
· Allison and Sam presented on their recent update to the NY LC Subwatershed Assessment Plan. Their presentation is available with the meeting materials.
· Discussion:
· Walt thanked Allison and Sam for the presentation and great next step for project identification and implementation. Also the calculator is a valuable tool, especially for grant applications.
· Colin asked how to add a project to the list? He also commented that he appreciated the nutrient calculator for BRASS’s work. Reach out to Sam on adding projects to the list and for assistance in running projects through the calculator.
· Jim pointed out that P in the main lake has not changed much over past 20 years. So unless we see a big changes in land use sectors, we will not see big improvements in P loading
· Laura added that seeing increased erosion with climate changes which may be balancing out the bmp benefits as well.
· Walt was interested in seeing the population decrease, but seeing more home building. Allison answered that this was due to second homes and seeing associated land use changes.
· Elizabeth was wondering about zebra mussel impact on water quality improvement and if survey maybe picked up some water quality changes due to zebra mussels.
· Group discussed that it was good to see so many people know what impacts water quality at a watershed scale. 
· Jenny was really interested in the dashboard and what we can learn about NY portion on it. She really appreciated the septic system materials and would like to have LCC more involved in this work, and seasonal populations in this realm.

2:00 – 2:20 pm 
5. Updates 
· Jenny from Lake Champlain Committee (LCC):
· LCC now starting the cyanobacteria monitoring for the season. May 6 is the first training. Always in need of volunteers so reach out to Jenny or visit the website - https://www.lakechamplaincommittee.org/get-involved/events/details/cyanobacteria-monitoring-training-sessions-2025 
· CHAMP trainings in June and July for monitoring for aquatic invasive species - https://www.lakechamplaincommittee.org/get-involved/events/details/champlain-aquatic-invasive-monitoring-program-champ-training-sessions-2024
· Lake Champlain Sea Grant Marine Debris work -  https://www.lakechamplaincommittee.org/learn/lake-look/cleaner-shores-healthier-waters-taking-on-marine-debris-in-the-lake-champlain-basin; https://www.uvm.edu/seagrant/lake-champlain-basin-marine-debris-coalition
· Ashley from Washington County Soil and Water Conservation District
· They are coordinating a water chestnut pull in South Bay of Lake Champlain this summer. Reach out to Ashley for details.
· Colin from BRASS:
· Doing a buffer planting in May
· Installing temporary structures to increase habitat and floodplain connection. Working with APA on permitting. 
· May 10 - CATS grand hike event
· Saw draft of Boquet flood study and seeing 30-40% higher river heights on main stem. Projects have strong recommendations. FEMA and NYS grants available for flood resilient related “buy-outs”
· Laura from Miner
· Presenting to the VT gov on impacts of tile draining. Difficult to create a plan on where tile drains should go due to example of farm in Addison County. - https://vtdigger.org/2025/03/19/proposed-changes-to-vermonts-right-to-farm-law-make-headway-in-the-senate/ 
· Tom - Have noticed more and more Amish farmers in the area. Curious if their farming practices align with Ag BMPs?
· Laura answered NRCS has said that they are beholden to all same requirements as conventional farmers.
· Pete through Clinton Co SWCD offers tech soil and manure tests. They don’t participate in AEM, but do implement some BMPs. They are typically small-scale. Not a lot of tile drainage in the area they are and not a significant amount of manure spreading.
· Walt for Lake George updates:
· LC Park Commission - updating the water recreation study. They do this every few years. Maybe update group on findings at conclusion
· Septic program - a lot of pressure on the regional WWTF so a study is being completed.

2:45 – 3:00 pm
6. Meeting Wrap-up
· Upcoming meeting dates/topics:
· Colin would be interested in a presentation from Laura on her tile drainage work at Miner Institute. Laura would always be happy to present and proposed a in-person meeting with a site visit for an upcoming meeting.
· May 19 - Next meeting (not normally scheduled date due to Holiday) - Alice Halloran on Port Henry Stream Study & Aude Lochet with LCSG update (15-20 min)
	
	
	



	
	
	



