	
	
	



New York Citizens Advisory Committee (NYCAC)
 on Lake Champlain Management
Monday, May 19, 2025
1:00 – 2:30 pm  
Zoom 


[bookmark: _Hlk58496109]Draft Meeting Summary

Members Present: Walt Lender (Chair), James C. Dawson, Tom Metz, Vic Putman, Steve Kramer, Fred Woodward

Members Absent: Jackie Bowen, Laura Klaiber, Colin Powers, Ricky Laurin

Public Guests:  Jenny Patterson, Michelle Fafette, Elizabeth Swan, Ashley Leeman

Presenters: Alice Halloran, Noah Weber, Aude Lochet

LCBP/NYSDEC Staff: Erin Vennie-Vollrath. Meeting summary prepared by Erin Vennie-Vollrath

1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Public Comments
· No public comments were made
3. ACTION ITEM: Review and vote on draft April 28th meeting summary. There was a quorum present. Jim Dawson moved approval for April 28th notes. Vic Putman seconded. Meeting minutes were approved.
1:15 – 2:00 pm 
4. Port Henry Stream Study Presentation – Alice Halloran and Noah Weber, Essex County Soil and Water Conservation District.  
· Alice and Noah presented on their recently completed stream study. Their presentation is available with the meeting materials.
· Discussion:
· Walt thanked the presenters and commented that it was good information in one place. He asked what the overall cost of the project was? Alice replied that it was about $150,000 and about a ⅓ of the cost was for water quality testing.
· Walt asked if they found if there was anything to specifically point to increases in the HABs for that area? Alice replied “Not really. Didn’t see increased nutrient loading in water quality sampling.”
· Fred asked about how receptive audiences to the list of identified projects are. Alice and Noah said that the local municipalities are receptive. Next will be up the Essex SWCD to start implementing the projects. They’ve presented to the Town of Moriah, and they did get questions from public of “what can we do?”, so that was promising.
· Jenny asked if increased temps have caused increased HABs levels? Alice and Noah noted that the streams exceeded temp threshold once and weren’t breaking high enough based on current understanding of threshold. Stream temps not likely contributing, but more likely in-lake causes. 
· Jenny said that it would be interesting to compare the collected data to the LCC HABs data during that time.
· Vic asked about research/data on the nearby public water source (Bartlett Brook). Their study did no testing on Bartlett Brook but would have above and below data in Mill Brook. Would like to explore water quality more. 
· Walt added that the County would be interested in project and maybe help with funding.

2:00 – 2:20 pm 
5. Lake Champlain Sea Grant Update - Aude Lochet, Lake Champlain Sea Grant
· Aude provided an update on a couple aspects of LCSG’s recent work, mainly the LC Marine Debris Coalition and the research vessel. Aude’s presentation is available in the meeting materials.
· Discussion:
· Walt asked Aude about how often they do the marine debris clean ups? Aude said that there will be an upcoming offering in Sept during International Water Week.
· Jenny stated that LCC has started HABs volunteer trainings, and they’ve heard lots of interest from volunteers in the marine debris work. Also have an intern starting who will assist in marine debris work on the NY side. 
· Vic noted that there is lots of foam coming out of the Boquet and they see it often during their clean ups.

6. Updates 
· Vic:
· May 3 BRASS riparian planting event in Beaver Brook went very well. Shout out Alice and her team with the help and had 52 volunteers.
· Jim 
· Wondering about the Champlain Power Express project going? Aude gave an update from the cable company. They had to stop in Oct. with remaining 40-60 miles. They must finish laying the line this year and the work should be starting up soon.
· Erin:
· DEC Environmental Justice Community Impact Grant open. Proposals $50,000 to $200,000 for projects that address exposure of communities to multiple environmental harms and risks. Deadline is August 13. Materials for the grant are attached to the email.
· Round Goby in the Champlain Canal - The Canal opened on May 16. Monitoring efforts were underway prior to the opening to track where the infestation front of the round goby is within the canal system. Based on monitoring, it still appears to be at Lock C1. There is a Threshold Action Response Plan in place to respond to upstream movement of the round goby which includes actions such as double flushing at certain locks, keeping lock doors closed between lockages, etc. Monitoring will continue through the summer.

2:45 – 3:00 pm
7. Meeting Wrap-up
· Upcoming meeting dates/topics:
· Katie had sent out a 6/23 Calendar hold for next meeting. However, the group seems interested in trying to hold an in-person meeting at Miner Institute in June. Erin will work with Jenny and Steve to identify a date in June that could work for the in-person meeting and will follow up with larger group.
	
	
	



	
	
	



