	
	
	



New York Citizens Advisory Committee (NYCAC)
 on Lake Champlain Management
Monday, September 29, 2025
1:00 – 2:30 pm  

[bookmark: _Hlk58496109]
Draft Meeting Summary

Members Present: Walt Lender (Chair), James C. Dawson, Laura Klaiber, Tom Metz, Colin Powers, Ricky Laurin, Steve Kramer, Fred Woodward

Members Absent: Jackie Bowen, Vic Putman

Public Guests: Jenny Patterson, Michele Fafette

LCBP/NYSDEC Staff: Ali Jackson, Emma Dannenberg, Eric Howe, Meg Modley, Erin Vennie-Vollrath

Meeting summary prepared by Erin Vennie-Vollrath

1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Public Comments
· No public comments were made
3. ACTION ITEM: Review and vote on draft June 30th meeting summary. There was a quorum present. Ricky Martin moved approval for June 30th notes. Tom Metz seconded. Meeting minutes were approved.
1:15 – 2:00 pm 
4. Presentation - Lake Champlain Basin Program’s Education and Outreach Program Highlights and New Program Staff – Ali Jackson, Lake Champlain Basin Program  
· Ali’s presentation slides are available in the meeting materials and will be posted on the LCBP’s NYCAC website - https://www.lcbp.org/about-us/how-we-work/citizen-advisory-committees/new-york-cac/ 
· Discussion:
· Jim asked about NY partners for Education Initiative. Ali responded that the Lake Champlain Sea Grant (SUNY Plattsburgh), Paul Smith’s College Adirondack Watershed Institute, and Miner Institute have been partners in the initiative. 
· Tom asked if the program has worked yet with Point of Rouse Nature Center? Good opportunity for collaboration. Seconded by Jenny.
· Steve had questions around the upcoming grants (Ali will get back with some answers). Steve pointed out challenges with working with schools with the large grants. CBEI - needs to advertise way in advance to get on the teacher’s radar. Great opportunities with Miner’s experiences working with schools and water sample testing. Have to offset both cost of bus and cost of substitute teacher.
· Laura pointed out the importance of a blend of bringing kids to Miner and going to the schools, as well.
· Ricky added that the Lions Club supports all schools north of Plattsburgh and has some contacts to share.
· Laura identified that there is a challenge with teacher turn-over, but new event in Peru for an “Earth Day Event” was a very good one to participate in. Steve added that it was a 3-day event that had some traction and could have good impact.
· Ali let the group know that they should let her know about upcoming events that LCBP should consider participating in. 
· Collin had a question for Laura and Steve - would they consider coming down to the Boquet watershed for an event? They replied, “yes, definitely”.

2:00 – 2:20pm 
5. Updates:
· Tom - a couple members attended the CVNHP International Summit. Agenda included many project updates and great presentation by John K. Round table discussions to collect ideas for the 2028 grant opportunity. 
· Laura - link in chat for Fall seminar series that is every Friday at Hudson Hall - https://www.plattsburgh.edu/academics/schools/arts-sciences/cees/events-calendar.html. They bring in local and researchers. Free and open to the public. Nov. 7, TBD, Miner researchers will be giving an update.
· Tom - idea for outreach, the Northern Forest Canoe Trail - 90 miler event. There were numerous pop-up tents at the finish line. Maybe a good opportunity for E&O.
· Jenny - 
· Awarded a grant from LCBP to hire a new staff person dedicated to the NY portion of the watershed. Target start of April 2026. Details are still being worked out. 
· LCC working on Don’t P outreach effort. Having volunteers visit stores and see how fertilizer is being advertised and handing out E&O materials. 
· Project with VT elementary school on stormwater and native plantings. Hoping for similar effort in NY in future.
· Interested in getting into libraries with water programming.
· Meg - 
· WC harvesting in Plattsburgh Bay by Cumberland Head. Also, another location near Plattsburgh Point. Raising awareness the WC harvesting work. USACE funding for WC management was zeroed out for work in 2026 and working on a funding solution
· 24 boat launch stewards around the lake and working with NYS PARKS to get a decon station for the Rouses Point site.
· NEAPMS Plant Camp offered this summer.
· NYS Invasive Species Expo took place in early Sept. in Saratoga Springs Park. Highlighted speaker on cyanobacteria with toxins that kill eagles (and many animals).
· World Canal Conference - presentation and info table at the event to discuss the AIS work in the Lake Champlain watershed.
· Round goby - no new detections this season in the watershed.
· Colin -
· Lecture at Whallonsburg Grange on Tuesday night - BRASS Tuesday 9/30 7pm Lyceum Talk https://conta.cc/4pGMrp6
· Adirondack Explorer event held to highlight hand restoration in the headwaters. Post-assisted structures. Captures sediment, improves habitat, etc. Great hands-on opportunity to learn the process. 
· Continuing work on larger, complex road crossing projects as well. 
· Attended the Road Salt Summit - A lot of DPW in attendance and good to see! Really positive event.
· New FEMA flood maps in review process and awaiting the NYSDEC Resilient NY study for the Boquet River.
· Laura:
· Miner Institute has a library, and the librarian is very involved in Miner research and the local library community. They are a good E&O contact.
· Ricky
· July 26, 2026 - Old Homes Day in Chazy (at Chazy Recs Park) would be a good event to table. 
· Erin:
· Hemlock Wooly Adelgid discovered in new location on Lake Champlain – Port Douglas area in Essex County. Discovered in July. DEC and Partners Announce Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Confirmed on the Western Shore of Lake Champlain and Near the North End of Great Sacandaga Lakes - NYSDEC
· The Lake Champlain Drinking Water Source Protection Plan (DWSP2) for the Towns of Willsboro, Essex and Chesterfield/Hamlet of Port Kent has been finalized and accepted by the State. The plan focuses on assessing the current and future water quality concerns of the Main Lake section of Lake Champlain through the lens of drinking water quality. The plan provides an implementation plan that can be used to address priorities in maintaining the reliability of Lake Champlain’s Main Lake segment as a drinking water source. The plan will be posted to the DWSP2 website.
· DEC created the Division of Water Grants Data Portal, an interactive web-based mapper that contains a comprehensive dataset of previously-awarded water quality and aquatic habitat projects.
· Upcoming event at SUNY P - Adirondack Explorer's Event at SUNY Plattsburgh - Lake Champlain water quality: The fight to control harmful algal blooms - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lake-champlain-water-quality-the-fight-to-control-harmful-algal-blooms-tickets-1677069643449
2:20-2:30pm
6. Wrap Up
· Consider changing the Dec. meeting date since the current date falls on Monday between Christmas and New Years. This will be discussed at next meeting.
· Ideas for future presentations:
· Past Recommendations:
1 Jim suggested following the Lake George Algae Study and how it relates to Lake Champlain. It is just beginning so it may be a while before there is data to present.  
2 Katie suggested the Stone Environmental Contaminants study that came from the CAC’s joint contaminants monitoring resolution. This will be starting field work in the summer.  
3 Report on the health of the fish in Lake Champlain? Wondering about sturgeon? Link to the State of the Lake Fisheries Meeting Video. There are 3 rivers that have reproducing salmon populations. 
· New Recommendations:
1 Hemlock Wooly Adelgid in LC watershed
2 Bee keeping or wondering about bee population collapse – Laura K. had a recommendation at Miner Institute. Jenny may also have a connection
3 Brian Drollette – working on PFAs, spoke at SUNY P series 
4 Cornell has local roads program and impact of roadside ditches to water quality. (rec from Colin)
5 Low tech process restoration – colin would have recommendations.
	
	
	



	
	
	



