	
	
	



New York Citizens Advisory Committee (NYCAC)
 on Lake Champlain Management
Monday, October 27, 2025
1:00 – 2:30 pm  

[bookmark: _Hlk58496109]
Draft Meeting Summary

Members Present: Walt Lender (Chair), James C. Dawson, Laura Klaiber, Tom Metz, Colin Powers, Vic Putman, Ricky Laurin, Steve Kramer, Fred Woodward

Members Absent: Jackie Bowen

Public Guests: Jenn Perry, Elizabeth Lee, Elizabeth Swan, Jenny Patterson, Pete Hagar, Ashley Leemans

NEIWPCC/Grand Isle Staff: Ali Jackson, 

NEIWPCC/NYSDEC Region 5 Staff: Myra Lawyer, Erin Vennie-Vollrath

Meeting summary prepared by Erin Vennie-Vollrath

1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Public Comments
· No public comments were made
3. ACTION ITEM: Meeting summary not completed for October 27th.  We will review summary at next NYCAC meeting.
1:15 – 2:00 pm 
4. Presentation - Facilitated Discussion on PFAS and Agriculture – Jennifer Perry, Adirondack North Country Association, and Elizabeth Lee, Essex County Cornell Cooperative Extension
· Presentation:
· Elizabeth gave an overview of the FAQ and concerns from farmers around PFAS/PFOS. Farmers wanted a safety net to better understand the situation in NY and economic consequences of results of testing. Farmers are directed to FarmNet for concerns. NY FarmNet | CALS 
· It is important to set priorities for the future and address fears now, so they are not a big fear in the future.
· Jenn shared presentation of the context of her work with PFAS in community scale compost. Jenn was part of the NY Organics Management Council for NY. Moratorium proposed for a 5yr ban on spreading biosolids on land.
· Example of Hawk Ridge in Maine - biosolids facility closed due to high PFAS/PFOS contamination. 

· Discussion:
· Walt thanked the presenters for the informative presentation. 
· Jenny also thanked the speakers for the conversation. Jenny worked in NH in late 90s and early 2000s and then Maine when this issue was taking off. She is very interested in participating in these conversations and engage on this issue.
· Laura added that she works at a research farm for SUNY and have had conversations around setting up research plots on this. However, there was concern in the college, caution about what would be found.


· Elizabeth gave the example in Maine on map of where biosolids were spread. Some organic farms that lost ability to sell products due to the nature of PFAS in land and water. This elevated the concern/fear about PFAS/PHOS on farms. It moves through soil and can enter waterways. Ranchers from other states have shown examples of herd contamination and loss of herd.
· Pete agreed that generally farmers are aware of the concerns. Mainly biosolids in county have been used for pH adjustments. Not well accepted by many of the Clinton County farms. Issue with moratoriums… a statewide permit to apply but then a local level would not be valid. Local laws and moratoriums are generally disallowed by NYS Ag & Markets for biosolids used by farms in Ag Districts. Crop farmers are more likely to use them than dairy farms since they have manure.
· Elizabeth pointed out that the FAQ document has useful information on how PFAS moves through the system. In the watershed, firefighters have used foam with PFAS, but we’ve seen changes in ingredients due to this issue.
· Chat from Jenny - Here is an interesting article on this issue in Maine: https://insideclimatenews.org/news/24112025/maine-landfill-pfas-contamination/
· Elizabeth gave an example of a friend who has an osmosis filter tests water regularly and successfully. Home test kit doesn’t seem reliable. 
· Laura has looked into test costs. $600-$700 for a certified lab. Non-certified lab is ~$300
· Colin - Upcoming webinar on a different set of emerging contaminants from tire wear that are toxic to trout and salmon. https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y8-mARhLAbXGgUSd3DEDQD_HetVM58K3/view?usp=drivesdk 
· Laura asked if there is a program for Health Department for well water testing. In Clinton County the does do well tests for E. coli, coliform, and nitrates, but not PFAS/PFOS.
· Ali let the group know that there are some current small and large E&O grants underway in this area. Great to have these types of conversations.
· Tom added that E&O is good, but rural farmers do not have resources to test their fields and water supplies. We need to find a funding source for testing and if it comes back bad, we need recommendations for crop planning that would be acceptable on the contaminated land. Elizabeth strongly suggests that if this funding happens, this monitoring should be voluntary on farms.
· Vic thought that DOH had a requirement for water sources to test for PFAS/PFOS. It’s got to be in the lake with the WWTF discharging into the lake. Wondering if there is DOH requirement? Elizabeth answered that some of the WWTF (Westport) do test, but they were not sure which, it is a panel that they test for. Also don’t know what the process is if tests come back to high, does it get further treated?
· Jenn wrapped up pointing out that there are a few big things in this area are underway and it might be good to have an update to this group in a couple of months. I am also happy to share updated materials 






2:00 – 2:20pm 
5. Updates
· Colin - BRASS got 2 AOP grants - removing a pool digger and bridge abutment to improve fish passage and stream bank erosion. Also have partial funding for Cold Brook to replace an undersized culvert which is a significant fish barrier
· Tom - LC Basin has had a long standing Don’t P on the Lawn campaign. The League of Women Voters would be a good contact for this work.
· Jenny - Excited, they have spoken to the League of Women voters and have evaluated stores for their displays and messaging on this topic. Need to circle back with them on this and reach out to Jenny for groups who are interested in participating.
· Steve - just finished pre-proposals review for the LCBP Technical Advisory Committee. Miner received funding for a stream table to take to outreach events.
· Laura - there will be a World Water Day again in 2026.
· Ali - Yes, it will be March 21, 2026, at the Champlain Mall. Some partners will also be holding smaller events to compliment the event.
· Erin - Lake Champlain Research Conference Jan. 26-27
· Pete - Stream crossing workshop in Plattsburgh coming up
· Colin - - there is an international celebration that hasn’t (to my knowledge) been celebrated locally: https://www.worldfishmigrationday.com/

2:20-2:30pm
6. Wrap Up
· Next meeting set for January 12th from 1-2:30pm.
	
	
	



	
	
	



