
	
	
	



New York Citizens Advisory Committee (NYCAC)
 on Lake Champlain Management
Monday, Sept 28, 2026
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm
[bookmark: _heading=h.8f5ldx9rokmf]Draft Summary

Members (bold names are present): Walt Lender (Chair), Jackie Bowen, James (Jim) C. Dawson, Laura Klaiber, Tom Metz, Colin Powers, Vic Putman, Ricky Laurin, Steve Kramer, Fred Woodward

Public Guests: Maddy Schumaker, Jenny Patterson, Aude Lochet, Heather D.

[bookmark: _heading=h.z9l3okdaa0bp]NEIWPCC Grand Isle/Lowell Staff: Sabrina Koetter, Jim Brangan
[bookmark: _heading=h.j4lffgo990n]
[bookmark: _heading=h.9oq4yy5bt96w]NEIWPCC NYSDEC Region 5 Staff: Erin Vennie-Vollrath

Action items:

· Erin will share NYCAC recruitment info with Sabrina and Sabrina will distribute it to NYCAC. 
· Members: Please share the information with NYers you think would be interested!

Welcome and Introductions 
· LCC welcomed new employee - Maddy Schumacher
· BRASS new employee - Amélie Przedwiecki 
Public Comments: None.
Action Items: 
· Review and vote on draft July 27th meeting summary
· Motion by Jim Dawson and seconded by Colin. All in favor.
· Vice Chair Election - Colin Powers has been nominated.
· Jim D. motions and the motion is seconded by Laura K. 
· 5 in favor, 1 abstain (Colin) - Colin elected Vice Chair of NYCAC.

Updates

LCBP New Division Director:  Mitsi Johnson starting mid-October. 

LCBP MOU updates: No updates at this time. The two CACs did send the joint letter to the Steering Committee with a request for written answers. No new news since then. 

Updates from Technical Advisory Committee meeting (9/9): Sabrina gave a high level update about research priorities submitted to TAC, still being decided on and finalized before SC meeting on Wednesday, and suggested dedicating time during a meeting next year to discussing priorities for submission.

Recruitment for additional NYCAC members - Erin shared the NYCAC can fill the committee up to four members. This is an official announcement for recruitment. The process will be 1) interested applicants send resume and letter of interest before October 30th 2) NYDEC will review the applicants and 3) Appoint applicants. Hopefully will occur within a month after applications are due. Notes about this process:

1. Appointments for current members are still valid, officially 3 year terms until replaced.
2. We are not sure if Erin will be notified about who the candidates are or not. Erin will ask if Walt can be looped in. 
3. What are the duties expected? Erin will lay out the role in the email that Sabrina shares.
4. Colin recommends we try to recruit someone from the southern part of Lake Champlain.

Discuss SUNY Research Foundation funding – Colin shared about funding difficulties ahead for SUNY Research Foundation projects. Contract language has been difficult to agree on. This may impact research and projects such as long term monitoring program and EDNA research. The discussion will continue on Wednesday at the Steering Committee meeting. 

Other member updates and announcements included:
Silver Bay will be hosting the SC meeting on Wednesday and BRASS celebrated 40th anniversary! Erin shared NYSDEC working with Lake George Regional Planning Board and LaBella to develop stormwater projects - Westport, Moriah, and the City and Town of Plattsburgh. DEC is working with FWS to on lampricide treatments in the watershed. This will run through the end of October. FWS are also monitoring salmon throughout the rivers. Notices typically go out to public and should state for 48 hours downstream of the treatment site - do not swim or let your pets swim after lampricide application.

Ricky would like to involve Rep Cashman with the NYCAC and will reach out. Jenny introduced Maddy Schumacher, who is expanding LCC’s reach and scope in NY. Top priorities include Cyanobacteria monitoring program, training in lakewise, meeting with partners, working with Lake Champlain Sea Grant education program. Sabrina shared Paul Smith’s event next week for Champlain-Adirondack Biosphere Network with Chef Humm. Focus on biodiversity and food systems.

Future NYCAC presentations discussion - What kinds of presentations and presenters are you interested in?

Presentations don’t always need to be about science or water quality. History, heritage presentations are valuable as well as activities that are going on in the lake or watershed. The NYCAC is interested in a range of topics from biodiversity, rare species, impacts on amphibians or invertebrates from lampricide, invasive species updates, and more. 

Specific presentations of interest included Lake Champlain Maritime Museum, lampricide impacts on amphibians and/or rare species, Trout Unlimited’s work on Upper Saranac (barrier removal, Jacob Fetterman or Tracy Brown’s work), Corrie Miller and Dave Minkoff North Country Stream Coalition, wildlife passage including terrestrial passage, and connections between forest and waterways.

Related to community engagement and communication: Information on the main media outlets used to share information, engaging all audiences/families/adults, balancing in-person versus virtual opportunities, how to build and work together through partnerships. Next month, Aude will present on community-based social marketing.

Some members agreed that organizations where people can go in and share the information can be very useful: clubs such as Lions clubs, rotary clubs, League of Women Voters etc. Some of those meetings get pretty big and have a high impact. 


NYCAC Focus document discussion

Walt feels the same topics are relevant but believes we could refresh the document. Others agree content should largely stay the same but tenses and visuals could be polished. The issues and focal points are still relevant. Concerns about funding for sewage/wastewater treatment plants in communities and the continued need to advocate for funding towards environmental and community goals. The NYCAC discusses the CAC’s role as both working with Basin Program to advocate for continuing to do these things effectively and to advocate for future funding from Feds and State to continue this important work. Emphasize the NYCAC is the citizens’ voice and can help ensure continued funding towards focus areas.

Audience and distribution goals: print and distribute at World Water Day, share information at meetings/clubs, and acknowledge tension between in-person or physical distribution and virtual distribution.

Meeting Wrap-up:  Next meeting is on October 26, 1-3pm. Aude Lochet will present on Community-Based Social Marketing.

	
	
	




	
	
	



